paracetamol and dextropropoxyphene (Distalgesic) only.
Examination revealed a thin, frail woman. There was a marked kyphoscoliosis, and deformity of the manubriosternal joint (MSJ) with a protrusion superiorly and recession inferiorly. Signs of mitral regurgitation and scattered crepitations and rhonchi were audible on auscultation of the chest. There was widespread evidence of RA, with deformity affecting hands, wrists, elbows, shoulders, and knees (Fig. 1) . A postero-anterior chest radiograph showed patchy consolidation in both lower zones, and a lateral view revealed posterior dislocation of the manubrium on the sternum (Fig. 2 
